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ALB: My name is Annette Boyan. Today is November 5, 1973 
and I am speaking with Mrs. Sue Walker. What did you 
do for clothing when you were a child? 
SVW: Well, mother made them. She bought them at the store, 
got what we call calico and she made dresses, everyday 
dresses. And she made them. 
ALB: Did she make her own pattern? 
SVW: Yes. She knit our stockings. 
ALB: You want to tell us about the wool? 
SVW: Yes. Well they raised sheep and they sheered the 
sheep and got the wool. Then they carted the wool 
and made thread. And then they had a spinning wheel 
that they spinned the thread on. And they had an 
old loom that she wove the cloth, and then she made 
dresses out of that. And you make a warm petticoat. 
Why you made them and they were gathered at the waist 
with a white top. And then she saved her old worn 
out clothes and made her carpet for her floors and 
stairway runners. She tore them in strings and tacked 
them together and she wove them on the loom and made 
and covered the room. And we didn't have padding 
like we do today to pad underneath the carpet. They 
put straw underneath for padding. And then way back 
they didn't have mattresses. And for our bedding 
mother used to make a big, what she called a bed 
tick and filled it with straw and then she raise 
geese and she picked the feathers o£f of those 
geese and make big feather beds. And of course 
her quilts, she saved all her pieces and made her 
guilts. 
ALB: What did she use for her quilting? 
SVW: Well for her quilting she used cotton for her padding 
and then of course the top, tops she saved where they 
had their nicer dresses silk pieces. It was all silk 
then, silk quilts. And then, of course, the other 
quilts were made out of just cotton material from 
our dresses. And she made my brother's shirts and 
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she made their pants and I don't know. And then fall 
of the year we'd make apple butter on a big kettle, 
and maybe make about fifteen gallons at a time and 
canned apples. Of course, they didn't can green 
stuff when I was growing up. We, we didn't, we 
tried beans. That's what they called in those days 
"leather britcheso" And they do that and yet some 
people yet likes them, if they can get the beans. 
Well, of course we had our cows and mostly what 
father farmed. And mostly he killed chickens and 
raised hogs. Made his own lard. 
ALB: How did you store your meat? 
SVW: Well, he had what you call a smokehouse and he gathered 
hickory and salted it down and I don't know for hams 
just what all he put on it. And he put it in this 
building, it was just what you might say air tight . 
And then he burnt the hickory and smoked the ham 
and some of the side meat and then of course mother 
made sausage and we had our own chickens and eggs 
and pretty much lived off the land. We didn't go 
to the store and buy things already cooked, and 
fixed. We did our baking . Mother made light bread, 
she made a big pan of light bread. I can almost 
smell it cooking today, it smelled so good. And 
then for school we had a one-room school and one 
teacher. And our studies were pretty much reading, 
writing, and arithmetic and some English. We wasn't 
allowed to draw. That was considered wasting our 
time and paper. It's just altogether different 
than it is today. 
ALB: Well did you not have any pictures in your school 
books? 
SVW: Oh, we had pictures in our school books. I studied 
spelling and reading out of the old McGuffy. Of 
course they're old, there are people that wants to 
collect them now. And there were pictures in the 
books, but to sit down like children has art, we 
were wasting out time if we drew pictures. And 
our time and paper even though we were too little 
to study and read. But we wasn't allowed to draw 
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pictures and things like that. 
ALB: Well did you have any kind of notebooks or chalkboards? 
SVW: Oh yes. We had a great big blackboard, and chalk and 
the teacher let us go up and let us write on it. And 
that was always fun. I always enjoyed that. And 
that's where we had like our examples, our lessons. 
Give us a lesson, course we did that at home, but 
still then when we went to school we had to prove 
that we did them. We had to go to the board and do 
that ourselves, you know. We wasn't allowed to copy. 
But we had to go and work our examples on the blackboard 
that took the whole end of the schoolhouse and even 
what English, they stressed more spelling and reading 
and writing and arithmetic and English and then we 
wrote, put out English and write it on the board. 
Draw; the way you draw it out, verbs and I don't 
know now, and all like that. But not too much of that. 
ALB: Well how did she teach? You know, you said you had 
one room, like the first graders and the second graders. 
Were you all distinguished? Were you in separate groups? 
SVW: Yes, we were in separate groups, in classes. Now like 
when she started to have our reading class, well we 
had history too now. I left history out, we studies 
history. Start with the little ones and they go up 
to the front, long front seat, all the grade and then 
she taught them their reading and then the next grade 
would go and then on up till eighth grade. It went 
on up to the eighth grade. 
ALB: Well when she brought those children up front, did she 
give the others something to do? 
SVW: Yes, the other was supposed to be busy on their lessons, 
getting their lessons. And while one class was reciting, 
the other class was working on their lessons. And we 
had a big old I guess you'd call it a burnside or pot 
belly stove and that's how we kept the school warm and 
we used to rush at out seats, you know, who could get 
to the end of the seats on a cold winter day. 
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ALB: How long did you go to school? Like from eight 
o'clock in the morning till noon, or what? 
SVW: No, we went, we had to be at school at nine and we 
was out at four and then we had recess and an hour 
at noon. And recess in the afternoon and then out 
at four o'clock. And children walked to school and 
some had to walk quite a ways, course we didn't, we 
lived right close we could even come home for lunch. 
And the ones that had to walk a distance always 
brought their lunch. And we played games, well 
they're different and we didn't have sports. 
ALB: Did the girls play together and the boys play 
together or did they kind of mix together? 
SVW: Well just kind of mixed together. And of course 
after they got up larger, boys and girls usually 
played games together, but they usually just mixed 
together. Drop the Handkerchief. 
ALB: Jump rope? 
SVW: Yes, jump rope. And then we'd make a ring, what 
did we call that game? In the snow and in a big 
ring and the fox chasing the goose, you know, and 
the fox caught the goose and had to go in the center 
and stand and they couldn't play anymore. And which 
side, which side could get the most geese in the 
center of the ring itself. 
ALB: Well did alot of kids miss school because it was 
too far or they just didn't want to go? 
SVW: Yes, it wasn't stressed. You could miss school if 
you wanted to. They didn't bother about them and 
my father was now in the school, they didn't have a 
schoolboard, they had trustees. And a school over 
there was named for him, Teel. And he took a great 
interest in seeing that they had coal and getting a 
good teacher. And then they had a truant. And in 
later years, they had what they called a truant 
officer to go around and see if children, you know, 
was missing too much school. But alot of families 
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in the fall of the year, kept the children out to 
work on the farm or spring. cause .we only had 
six months of school. 
ALB: Did you go in the spring? In the summer? 
SVW: No, not in the summer, we was out of school. School 
started in October or something like that and six 
months was what we had of school. 
ALB: Well what kind of degree did your teacher have? I 
know most of them didn't go to college. 
SVW: No, they didn't go to college. They, but they had to 
some of them didn't even go. Now my brother taught 
school, well he went to what they called the old 
Beckley Institute and he taught a term or two or 
three and he didn't like it very much and he just 
quit teaching. But you could go to a school and then 
they had dates set, all that wanted to teach school 
they had tests to make and they give and they go and 
take this test and the, they were well, you got one, 
two, and three. And of course the teachers that made 
the best grades for the best schools. And then there 
was second and third. And they didn't have a board 
of education and hire teachers like they do now. 
Just trustees. And we had a big bucket of water that 
set back at the door, you know. And there was a dipper 
in it that we drank water, that the children that 
stayed at school all day. And of course plumbing was 
outside. And it was just real fun for two of the 
pupils to go and get out of school long enough to go 
and to bring water. When the bucket would get empty 
you go and get water. 
ALB: There weren't, I don't guess they stressed the fact 
of spreading germs? Things like that? 
SVW: Oh no. That never spread that fact at school. 
Although we were close enough that we didn't and the 
toilets weren't sanitary at all. And we were close 
to school and we scarcely ever drank any water at 
school. We went home. And the children stayed all 
day and they used the water. We never. They went 
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out to play and come back in and they never stressed 
the fact to wash your hands before they ate lunch at 
school. They wasn't sanitary like, well they seemed 
to be healthy. I don't knowo 
ALB: Did they have any kind of punishment? 
SVW: Punishment? 
ALB: If you were bad in school? 
SVW: Yes, you were put in a corner. They'd stand ypu up 
in the corner and they'd put the dunce cap on you if 
you didn't get your lessons. And then they used a 
hickory switch. But I never did get a whipping in 
school because my father and mother told me that if 
I did something and was punished at school, that I 
would get punished when I got home. Course that's 
quite different now days. Parents don't like their 
children, even when they need to be punished in 
school. Teachers don't have, they can't punish them 
and I think that one thing that is wrong with schools. 
I think we learned to, we had to learn to obey our 
parents at home and then we was, I was taught to 
obey and respect and obey our teachers at school. 
And of course I think then when, children taught, 
they grow up and respected the law. We didn't have 
trouble with young people, course there weren't as 
many then. I think that's one thing our schools is 
so much different. 
SLB: Well how far did you go to school? Wpat grade? 
SVW: Oh, I went to the eighth grade and I knew it. Alot 
of our teachers only went to eighth grade and taken 
tests and passed for teachers. And I have substituted 
some for a teacher, but I never did teach school. Well 
I never did really, I always had enough to do at home. 
Well I guess, I don't know if my father would ever let 
us gone out, girls especially, worked like they do today. 
ALB: Well could you go on to others, like a higher grade? 
Was that a private school or something like that? I 
always heard it was looked down upon the girls to get 
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a better education, it was always left up to the men. 
SVW: Yes, it was mostly for the boys. Now my brother went 
on to school, but none of us girls, outside the eighth 
grade. But we had alot of teacher who just went 
through the eighth grade at school and then taken the 
tests. Alot of them they had, well they made some of 
them to the third grade to, you know, in their tests 
to teach school. It's just altogether different than 
what it was. 
ALB: Where did your brother go to school? 
SVW: Well he went to what they called the old Beckley 
Institute and then he went to Charleston to a 
business college down there. 
ALB: Was that private? Did he have to pay extra to go? 
SVW: Oh yes. He paid extra. You see mostly until they 
had this, they didn't have many schools around that 
you'd have to go away. Course now he could stay at 
home and go to Beckley Institute. But that was just 
a small school. He went to Charleston, I forgot the 
name of the school and took a business course down 
there. And of course he always did office work. He 
taught two or three schools, but he didn't like it. 
And then he took the business course and he always 
did office work. 
ALB: So what did you do then when you finished the eighth 
grade? 
SVW: Well I just stayed at home. I sewed and helped my 
mother around the house and, you know, just things 
that homework. I never did go and work away from 
here. Well not any of my sisters. We were a large 
family of us. I had five sisters and six brothers 
and quite a bit of cooking and cleaning and, you know. 
We didn't have these, we washed on the washboard and 
tubs. We don't have all these things. I don't know 
what people would do today. And they, company, why 
they after all they had time to visit. And we'd go 
to church on Sunday. And summertime maybe they'd 
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have basket dinners and they morning service and 
evening service. Young people really looked forward 
to that, that was really fun. I think there's more 
fun in course, I don't that all ours was all our 
religion, but they'd get together and it was enjoyable 
time and families visit one another on Sunday. Maybe 
my mother and dad would bring several, oh people 
would come home and have dinner with them after church, 
which they seldom do today anymore. People would ask 
their neighbors home with them and to spend the rest 
of the day, had of course had dinner. 
ALB: In your church services, like today we have Methodists 
and Baptists and Catholics and what not. Did you have 
alot of different factions like that or was it just 
one big group? 
SVW: Well now mostly I was brought up in the Christian 
C~urch or Disciples, course in Beckley they were 
Methodist and they were Baptists, and that's about ... 
all I knew. Course I don't know just when they did 
build the catholic Church, first in Beckley. " I expect 
you know more the date of when they first had the 
Catholic Church. 
ALB: I think it was about in the 30's. 
SVW: That's what I thought. Now we had friends that was 
Catholics. The Conways, they was strong Catholics. 
Course I don't know well there's two of the girls, 
younger girls left living. One's about my age, r 
guess she's about eighty and the other one's older 
and they're still living. I don't know if they're 
able to go to church. 
ALB: Yes, they still go. 
SVW: Well we knew that family and that was after they 
came to Beckley and this first Catholic Church was 
built. Well I don't know about that. But the old 
church where my mother now went is still in Prosperity, 
when she was a girl. And they had service at the 
Christian Church or Church of Christ. 
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ALB: Well isn't that a pretty far ways from where you 
lived to go all the way to Prosperity to church? 
SVW: Well no honey. I walked a many a times from home 
out here to the Prosperity Church. It's two or 
three miles. We walked. Well my dad he had a 
two seated, I think they called it surry, a two 
seated. Now they had buggies and horses and then 
they had a two surry, I think that's what you call 
them, with a top on them and pulled by two horses. 
Well that's what we went to church in the morning 
and then if we wanted to go to night service and 
just young people_ he had a farm wagon that he filled 
with straw and then the whole big bunch of us young 
people would get back in there and he'd drive the 
team and we'd get back and sit back there in that 
straw and we'd go to church and on our way we sang 
hymns and coming back we sang. And it's just different 
from what it is today. 
ALB: Did you have a sled in the wintertime? 
SVW: Oh yes, we had sleds. We had alot of fun with sleds 
and lots of snow. We don't have snow. When I grew 
up we, why we had so much snow but we don't have snow 
now like we did then. Seems like the seasons have 
changed so much. We had, well Santa Claus and stockings. 
And after we were older, now I don't know that my older 
brother and sister had Christmas trees, but they always 
along the mantel hung their stockings up and Santa 
Claus came and filled their stockings with goodies at 
night and maybe one toy. You didn't have alot of toys 
like you do now. 
ALB: Fruit and candy? 
SVW: Yes fruit, aandy, and nuts and things like that and 
one toy's about all that you get. The room's full of 
toys. But it's Christmas. It's so different. 
ALB: Did your father ever buy a car? When did cars come in? 
SVW: No, my father, oh I was about, oh, I must have been 
about seventeen years old when the first car came to 
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Beckley and that was Ford Brothers. The Bair brothers 
that sold the Fords. And then we didn't have no roads. 
And then I was married in 1917 and then my husband, he 
bought our first car in about '22. Oh they had no roads. 
And they build a road they just started building a road 
that's the road that goes down in front it come up first 
the old road led through my father's farm. There was a 
gate at each end of the farm, you know, down at Toney's 
and over there close tp the schoolhouseo Well, that 
was a private road and then he bought on our what they 
called the Main Turnpike, they called the old Fayette 
Turnpike, went up over the hill. And so they cut 
through my father's farm and he gave them, he just 
gave them the first right of way through the farm 
there, his farm. And they build that road then that 
goes by your house down there. 
ALB: Was that all gravel? 
SVW: No, it was a narrow road. Something like, our, course 
they didn't have the blacktop, it was gravel and well 
I guess it was blacktop too. Something. It was narrow. 
You had to get off, just one car could on, on the hard 
part. 
ALB: Well what if you came across someone else coming 
head on? 
SVW: Well it was wide enough. You got off on the dirt. 
Each one had to get one wheel off on the dirt on the 
side of the road. It was wide enough that you could 
get off, but one wheel would have to go off on the 
side, you know. And that was build through there in 
about 1919. And that was the first road, hard road 
our of Beckley, Mount Hope. 
ALB: Well how long did the car last? Like now people trade 
them every two and three years. 
SVW: Oh we had, we made them last longer than that and we 
didn't pay near as much. We got our first car was a 
Chevrolet and we got it from Dr. Corum new and I don't 
know how long that car lasted us. We made several 
trips to Kentucky in it to see his parents. And they 
even had roads then. It was detour. 
